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PORT FREEPORT TERM LIMIT LEGISLATION GOES INTO EFFECT 

FREEPORT, TX (September 4, 2025) – House Bill 1729, which establishes term limits for 

members of the Port Freeport Commission, went into effect on September 1, 2025. The bill, co-

authored by Representative Cody Vasut and Representative Jeff Barry, was written at the request of 

the Port Commission, which unanimously approved a resolution calling for its passage.  

Under the new law, individuals who have served two full terms as a Port Freeport 

commissioner will no longer be eligible for re-election. However, any time served to complete an 

unexpired term due to a vacancy will not count towards this term limit. This legislation will only 

apply to terms that begin after the effective date. 

“Term limits have broad community support, and I believe this new law strikes a good balance 

between the goal of fresh ideas and perspectives and the need for continuity and stability,” stated Rob 

Giesecke, Chairman of the Port Freeport Commission. “As Port Freeport continues to grow and 

expand its role in global commerce, operating with transparency, accountability, and public trust 

remains a top priority. We appreciate the work of Representative Vasut, Representative Barry, and 

the Texas Legislature in advancing this bill.”  

Port Freeport is committed to promoting economic development in Brazoria County, 

throughout Texas, and across the nation. The Port focuses on providing efficient and reliable services 
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to support industry and commerce. 

Port Freeport is a leading port in the export of crude oil and natural gas liquids and ranks 

nationally as 6th in chemicals, 14th in total foreign waterborne tonnage, and 26th in containers.  A 

2022 Economic Impact Study by Texas A&M Transportation Institute revealed that, nationally, the 

Freeport Harbor Channel generates 266,300 jobs and has a total economic output of $157.3 billion.  

Port Freeport serves Alliera, Atlantic Container Lines, AMPORTS, BASF, Chiquita Fresh N.A., Dole 

Fresh Fruit, The Dow Chemical Company, Enterprise Products Partners, ExxonMobil, Freeport LNG, 

Fresh Del Monte Produce Inc., Ford Motor Company, General Motors, Glovis, Grimaldi Lines, 

Hoegh Autoliners, Kirby Marine, Liberty Global Logistics, Linde, MEGlobal, NYK RORO, Phillips 

66, Riviana Foods, Inc., Sallaum Lines, Tenaris, U.S Department of Energy, Volkswagen Group of 

America, and Vulcan Materials Company. 

Port Freeport is committed to keeping the local community informed of our operations and 

results. If you have questions or comments about this article, please email or call Amanda Veliz, 

Public Affairs Manager. 
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